GREAT FAST

First Week

Sun., Feb. 26, after coffee hour
Vespers with the Rite of Mutual Forgiveness
Mon., Feb. 27, 9:30 a.m.

Matins (cleaning of nave after the service)

Mon., Feb. 27, 6:30 p.m.

Compline with Great Canon of St. Andrew

Tues., Feb. 28, 6:30 p.m.

Compline with Great Canon of St. Andrew

Wed., Feb. 29, 9:30 a.m.

Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts

Wed., Feb. 29, 6:30 p.m.

Compline with Great Canon of St. Andrew

Thurs., Mar. 1, 6:30 p.m.

Compline with Great Canon of St. Andrew

Fri., Mar. 2, 6:30 p.m.


Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts


First Sunday in Lent—Triumph of Orthodoxy
Sat., Mar. 3, 9:30-3:00

Lenten Retreat (at St. Demetrios G.O. parish in Weston)

Sat., Mar. 3, 5:00 p.m.


Great Vespers

Sun., Mar. 4, 10:00 a.m.

Divine Liturgy (Church School and choir rehearsal 9:00)
Sun., Mar. 4, 5:00 p.m.

Deanery/Pan-Orthodox Vespers (at Holy Trinity in 

Boston, 165 Park Drive; His Grace, NIKON, will preside)

Second Week

Wed., Mar. 7, 6:30 p.m.

Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts
 
Fri., Mar. 9, 9:30 a.m.


Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts 
Second Sunday in Lent—St. Gregory Palamas

Sat., Mar. 10, 5:00 p.m.

Great Vespers
Sun., Mar. 11, 10:00 a.m.

Divine Liturgy (Church School and choir rehearsal 9:00)

Third Week

Wed., Mar. 14, 6:30 p.m.

Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts
Fri., Mar. 16, 6:30 p.m.

Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts
Third Sunday of Lent—Cross

Sat., Mar. 17, 5:00 p.m.

Great Vespers

Sun., Mar. 18, 10:00 a.m.

Divine Liturgy (Church School and choir rehearsal 9:00)

Fourth Week
Wed., Mar. 21, 7:00 p.m.

Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts

Fri., Mar. 23, 9:30 a.m.


Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts

Fourth Sunday of Lent—Annunciation
Sat., Mar. 24, 5:00 p.m.

Vigil (meal to follow) 

Sun., Mar. 25, 10:00 a.m.

Divine Liturgy (Church school and choir rehearsal at 9:00)
On our patronal feast, Annunciation, His Grace, NIKON, will be present at Vigil on Saturday (His Grace will be at Church of the Annunciation in Natick on Sunday).  In addition, all clergy and faithful of the Boston Deanery are invited to join us for Vigil for the feast.  Your attendance/participation is essential.  There will be a repast after Vigil.  Please consider offering your time and talent in helping to prepare, set up and clean up.) 

Fifth Week

Wed., Mar. 28, 6:30 p.m.

Canon/Life of St. Mary 

Fri., Mar. 30, 9:30 a.m.

Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts

Fifth Sunday of Lent—St. Mary of Egypt

Sat., Mar. 31, 5:00 p.m.

Great Vespers
Sun., Apr. 1, 10:00 a.m.

Divine Liturgy (Church School and choir rehearsal 9:00)

Sixth Week

Wed., Apr. 4, 6:30 p.m.

Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts
End of the Great Fast

Lazarus Saturday/Palm Sunday

Fri., Apr. 6, 6:30 p.m.


Matins

Sat., Apr. 7, 9:30 a.m.


Divine Liturgy

Sat., Apr. 7, 5:00 p.m.
Great Vespers with Litya (Church School palm
 
tying at 3:00 p.m.)

Sun., Apr. 8, 10:00 a.m.

Divine Liturgy

Holy Week
Sun., Apr. 8, after coffee hour
Bridegroom Matins for Holy Monday

Mon., Apr. 9, 6:30 p.m.

Bridegroom Matins for Holy Tuesday

Tues., Apr. 10, 6:30 p.m.

Bridegroom Matins for Holy Wednesday

Wed., Apr. 11, 6:30 p.m.

Holy Unction

Thurs., Apr. 12, 9:30 a.m.

Liturgy of Holy Thursday

Three day Pascha of our Lord, God and Savior, Jesus Christ

Thurs., Apr. 12, 6:30 p.m.

Matins of Holy Friday—Twelve Passion Gospels

Fri., Apr. 13, 9:00 a.m.

Royal Hours of Pascha

Fri., Apr. 13, 4:00 p.m.

Vespers of Holy Friday—Carrying out of shroud

Fri., Apr. 13, 7:00 p.m.

Matins of Holy Saturday—Procession with shroud

Sat., Apr. 14, 10:00 a.m.

Vespers and Divine Liturgy—15 O.T. readings

Sat., Apr. 14, 11:30 p.m.

Nocturns

Sun., Apr. 15, 12:00 a.m.

Matins and Divine Liturgy

Sun., Apr. 15, 2:00 p.m.

Vespers of Pascha

Bright Week

Mon., Apr. 16, 10:00 a.m.

Divine Liturgy

Thurs., Apr. 19, 6:30 p.m.

Vespers

AntiPascha—Thomas Sunday

Sat., Apr. 21, 5:00 p.m.

Great Vespers

Sun., Apr. 22, 10:00 a.m.

Divine Liturgy (Church School and choir rehearsal 9:00)
The Great Fast is a time to prepare body and soul for the celebration of our Lord’s three-day Pascha:  the Cross, the Tomb, the Resurrection on the third day.  A necessary part of this preparation is repentance through acknowledgment and confession of sins.  The services of the first week, in particular, the Great Canon of St. Andrew of Crete offer an excellent foundation for reflection on the strength of our relationships with God, neighbor, creation and self as image and likeness.  Please do not squander this opportunity.  Confessions will be heard before every Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts, before and after every evening service during Lent and by appointment.  The number of Confessions I can hear before any service is limited.  If you make plans to come to Confession on a specific evening, please be prepared to stay after the service in case there is a crowd.

As far as children and evening services, children are welcome at every service.  For the later services, feel free to bring what is necessary to keep them comfortable.  I do not mind them sleeping.  I cannot think of a better place to rest and be refreshed.
� While I try to adhere to the published schedule, on rare instances due to circumstances beyond my control, a service time or celebration may need to be moved.  I will send an email in advance of any change and try to announce from the ambo on Sunday if possible.


� The first Monday of the Great Fast is known as Clean Monday.  In village life, it was the day that everyone cleaned house in order to focus on the Fast, Holy Week and Pascha without worldly care concerning the state of one’s abode.  It seems appropriate that we use this time to focus on cleaning the Lord’s house so that we, as the community of Holy Annunciation, one Body, can focus our attention on the Fast that prepares us, body and soul, for entering into the Lord’s Pascha with renewed spirit.  Matins, the morning service, is a good way to prepare heart, mind and body for the task at hand.


� We have been invited to participate in a Lenten retreat at St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church in Weston, MA on the first Saturday of the fast.  The retreat will be lead by Fr. Maximos from Simonos Petra Monastery on Mt. Athos and will focus on building good strength through forgiveness.  The retreat will begin with Divine Liturgy.  A suggested donation of $25 is requested.  Everyone is invited.  St. Demetrios is located at 57 Brown St. in Weston.


� Sunday of Orthodoxy Vespers represents an opportunity to gather together with our Orthodox brothers and sisters from throughout the Greater Boston community to get to know one another and encourage each other in our spiritual labors.  Please make an effort to attend.


� I have scheduled two Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts for every week except the fifth so that everyone has an opportunity to come to at least one every week.  The Great Fast requires effort and participation in the Body and Blood of Christ sustains us in our labors.  Please take advantage of this opportunity.





